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1 1 3 | 
| H Kingdom is not of this Worli;* 


Tr is an Obſervation no leſs true than ancient; tha MV 
conſidering the Degeneracy and Corruption of Hy. 
man Nature, there is ares any Propoſition, however 
abſurd in it ſelf, and pernicious in its Conſequences, 


but has been, or may be, by ſome one or other, aſſerted 
and maintain d; no Precept, or Doctrine of Man, or Ch 
even of the God who made him, but may be perverted”! 


to a Purpoſe quite contrary to, or at leaſt quite befide 
its original Meaning and Intention. And yet notwith 
ſtanding we are thus forewarn'd by the Teſtimony o 
| preceding Ages, and by the more particular Experience 
of our own; we cannot but ſtand amaz d to think, that 
from the Text which I have now read, it ſhould eye 
be argued, that becauſe our Saviour's Kingdom is no 
of py Ad im „therefore it is impoſſible he ſhould hay 
r OT "oY 
Ii dhe Words themſelves two Things are contain 
the one imply d, the other afſerted. 
I. That our Saviour is a King. 


I. That his Kingdom is not of this World. 

n diſcourfing upon this latter, which is the exprel 

' Propoſition of the Text, it will be proper to conſid 
the Nature and NaN his Kingdom; to ſhew ho 
it is not of this World; or to explain the true Sen 
and Meaning of that Expreſſion. And, This accon 
ingly ſhall be the main Subject of my enſuing Diſcour 
But becauſe it is impoſſible to eſtabliſh Truth withe 
o verturning Falſhood ; It ſhall confiſt of two Parts 
in one of which I fhall briefly lay down the true a 


n oy SE ON ASST IN ut 
ou” „ 4 e v „ — — — i gen 


wy" „ 


(3 | 
genuine Doctrine of the Scriptures upon this great Ar- 
ticle: In the gther I ſhall endeavour to diſprove the 
Tenets which have been lately advanc'd in a Sermon 
pteach'd upon this very Text; and that too (with Grief 
ind Confuſion we are forced to acknowledge it, becauſe 
we cannot conceal it) by a Biſhop of our Church. 

I. The Kingdom of Chriſt is his Church; and that 
both Triumphant in Heaven; and Militant on Earth, For 
between theſe two there is a near and ſtrict Relation, 
4. or Bond of Unity; which 1s declar'd in that Article of 
d: our Creed (founded upon plain Texts of Scripture, and 
undermin'd by a Doctrine lately preach'd upon This) in 
which we profeſs to believe the Communion of Saints. The 
Church Militant comprehends the whole Society of thoſe, 
upon Earth, who are baptiz'd into the Faith of Chriſt, 
and govern'd by an Authority deriv'd from him... This 
latter Is neceſſary to_the_beirig of his Kingdom, or 
Church, properly ſo call'd: i. e. as it is as a Society: And 
without that Circumſtance there is, I believe, but one 
Perſon in the World who has on Idea of a Church. For 
Ince our bleſſed Saviour was not always to Govern it in 
5 own Perſon here on Earth; he appointed certain 
Delegates, called Apoſtles, to be its Rulers under him, and 
by Virtue of his Commiſſion; which he gave them in che 
moſt ſolemn manner. I 71 

All Power is given unto me both in Heaven and in Earth. 
G1 ye therefore, and teach all Nations, baptizing them in the 
Num of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt. 
Matth. 28. 18, 19, And Fohn 20. 21. As my Father hath 
ent me, even ſo ſend T you. i. e. with the ſame Power and 
luthority, to propagate and govern the Church. In 
purſuance of this Commiſſion, the Apoſtles did Accord- 
ingly govern the Church, and Appoint others to go- 
yern after them. Thus St. Paul ordain'd Timothy, and 
ut; and the former of theſe is commanded to {ay Hands 
uidenly on no Man. 1 Tim. 5. 22 Which ſhews that the 
Impoſition of Hands, or the Power of Ordination be- BY 
long'd ro his Office. And to the latter the Apoſtle. — 
peaks thus. For this Cauſe left I thee in Crete, that thou 9 
hulcſt ſer in order the things that are wanting, and 72757 
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Elder i in every city; ar I bed appointed thee.” Tit. 1. 3. This Whuct 


* 
* 


Ecclefiaſtical Government, if not in the Time of the A. 
poſtles themſelves; yer moſt certainly in that of their Thur 


immediate Sueceſſors, was Epiſcops) 3 and adminiſterd Wop: 
by the Three Orders of Biſhops Prieſts, arid Deacons :anq 

ſo it has continued to this very Br 
Such is the Kingdom of Chriſt in this World: But 

all this while it is not of this World: For between MW ma 
thoſe two Things there is x wide difference. Divine Ihe! 
Inſpiration was once, and the Grace of God (ſome of We 
it, tis to be hop d) ſtill is in this World, as wicked as Mions 
it is: but neither was ever of it. Anda Traveller, we Wilti 
know, may be in a Country which he is not of. This Wer 


Diſtinction, one would think, is plain enough. And jecel 
oy (ast it will appear from what ſhall be diſcourſed) it 


has not been ſufficiently attended to in a Sermon u Tt 
the Words now before us. Our -Saviour's Kingdom We g. 


then is not of this World: That is to ſay, it is not of I. 


diſplay'd, by the Detection and Confutation of itz on, 


a Secular or Temporal, but of a Divine and Spiritual hu 
Nature. But even This latter is far from excluding II 
all viſible Authority, as ſhall be ſhewn in its proper of 
Place. For the more particular Proofs of what is here Wwe 
opened ſhall be produced under my Second Head; Truth {M11or 
being altwaysconfirmed and eſtabliſhed; and more fully Wing 


II. I proceed therefore in the Second Place to con. Vert 


ſider the Doctrines advanced in the Sermon above- men. ot, a 


tioned; and the inconcluſive Reaſonings' upon which Kin 
they tre grounded. RY 


And here I have engaged in one of the moſt diſagrees Kir 
| ble Tasks, that ever I undertook. Controverſies in not 
eligion are unpleaſant to all good Chriſtians: And It 


_ Perſons find themſelves obliged in Conſcience to oppoſe 
times neceſſary too: And it is the more ſo, by how 


whom erroneous and dangerous Tenets are maintained: 
Becauſe the Authority of their great Names has ſo 


thofe Controverſies more eſpecially, in which inferior 
their Superiors. But if this be always hard; it is ſome. 


much the more eminent is the Station of Thoſe, by 


much +1 


= d "nl 


uch the more ſpreading and malignant an Influence 
on the Minds of the People. In the Primitive 


A- | f 
durch, ſome of the moſt noted c were Bi- 
= hops; and, as ſuch, were oppoſe an confuted by | 
ng Wresbyters,.25 well as by thoſe of their own. Order. 1 


night here ee alledge the Example ofthis 
ery Prelate himſe But be that as it will; however 
may expreſs my ſelf with a juſt Indignation againſt 


5 he Principles he advances; 1 ſhall be ſure to have a 
of We regard to his high and holy Function. If his Poſi - 


ſons be true; he has little Reaſon to inſiſt upon the 
hiſtinction between the Superior, and Inferior Mini- 


his ters of (ug rg for from thoſe Poſitions ir will 
na Wheceſſarily follow, that Jeſus Chriſt has no Miniſters at 
it . | 


The Subſtance of what he inſiſts upon „may, Ithink, | 


ar e gathered into theſe Three Aſſertions. . 
. of MW 1. That the Kingdom of Chriſt is the ſame with the 
W , IE TER 
ing II. That the Church of Chriſt is the ** Number of 


of Men, whether ſmall, or great, diiperſed, or united; 
dere who truly and ſincerely are Subjects to Jeſus Chriſt 
th alone, as their Lawgiver and judge, in Matters rela- 
ully ting to the Favour of God, and their eternal. Salvati- 
ite on. And therefore. 5 . 
| III. That in this Church there are +no © viſible Go- 
yernours, Judges, or Interpreters: And that there are 
ot, appears from theſe two Reaſons; * Becauſe Chriſt's 
Kingdom. is not of this World: And becaufe if there 
were ſuch Governours, Judges, &c. They would be 
Kings, not Chriſt; and Rule in their own Kingdom, 


| This ſeems to ſet his Doctrine in aclearer Light, than 

:or hat Method which he himſelf, hath - choſen. . For his 
poſe {vo Heads (as they are A are to me very ſtrange 
me- nes. I ay, to me; For I caſt his Thoughts into this 


how MWrder, only to make them plainer to my own Appre- - 
e, by enfion. But however I may differ from him in Me- 
ned: 288 « of # 2 | oe 1 323 TELTE 

as ſo TIE — 


i Page 1b. pag. 1). t Pag. 11. 12. 


Communion of Members with each other, I conceiyq 
it is not ſo: In that Senſe, he there be any Church at 


it is very plain that he would have thoſe Words ſo un 
derſtood, as to leave it indifferent whether there be any 


makes it impoſſible that there ſhould be any; but tho 


* 


+ Ih 
Full p 


J © Houſheld of God; and are built upon the Foundatio 


« # 5 aff 
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{4 
27 ＋ 2 
2 band the Sacraments be duly adminiſtred according tt 


k 
5 


ing. 


Chriſt is the ſame with the Church of Chriſt, py 


united, in his ſtrange Definition of a Church, be uſe 


* 4 _ Ws 77. " : i bits. g | , . L 
** * * 
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thod, I will not knowingly miſrepreſent his Mea 
His firſt Propoſition is truez That the Kingdom « 


then he fo explains thoſe Words, as utterly to deſtro 
the Things ſignified by them; or (if you pleaſe) th 
one Thing fignified by both. I would willingly obyj 
ate all Miſunderſtandings. If the Words diſpersd, 9 


as relating to the Circumſtance of Place only; that pa 
of his Account is true. If they relate to Society, o 


all) they muſt be united, and cannot be diſperſed. An 


Communion, or not: tho theſe ambiguous Term 
might be made uſe of, to ſerve for a Salvo upon Occ 
fion. By the main Scope of his Diſcourſe indeed h 


Words only make it indifferent wherher there be any 
or not. And that ſuch is his Meaning appears fro 
this very Definition, or rather Anti-Definition, it ſel 
For whereas I believe, every Body, but He, conceive 
Society, and Communion, to be eſſential to a Church 
according to thar of the Apoſtle, Eph. 11. 19, 20, 21 
* Ye are Fellow Citizens with the Saints, and of the 


of the Apoſtles and Prophets, Jeſus Chriſt himſelf be 
ing the chief-corner Stone; in whom all the Building 
« fitly framed together, groweth unto an holy Temph 
in the Lord': And according to our 19th Article 
The viſible Church of Chriſt is a Congregation o 
« faithful Men, in which the Word of God is preach 


« Chriſt's Ordinance : In the Account given us of 
Church by this Biſhop, there is not the leaſt Hint 0 
any thing relating to Society, any more than to Prea 


ching, or Sacraments. Nay, he does not ſo much as al 


ford us the Word Congregation uſed in the Arte 
JJ Eg hoy + 6 7770 


Meat 11 (7) 5 1 3 
boye- cited; but ſubſtitutes Number in its room. It 
dom not be alledged that tho' thoſe Circumſtances, Com- 
t. Bu union, Preaching, and Sacraments, be not expreſſed 
deſtrol this Definition, yet they may by a good Caviller be 
le) ti un out of irs Bowels; becauſe Men cannot be truly 
obri na fincerely Subjects to | pon Chriſt, unleſs they live 
Sd, MM. {ach Communion; and partake of ſuch Ordinances : 
e unis, I ſay, cannot be alledged. For Firſt, It muſt be 
at par wonderfulDefinition which omits ſome of the eſſen- 
ety, oil Characters of the Thing defined, and leaves them 
DnceivEWnly to be drawn out by Conſequence, and Deduction. 
urch aWur, 24ly, This Account is not only defective, but 
d. And omething worſe. The Circumſtances we infiſt upon 
ſo un re not only not expreſſed, but conſequentially exclu- s 5 
be zue. If Chriſtians muſt in Matters of Salvation be Fn 
Term Pubjects to Chriſt alone; there's an End of all Ecclefia- Jer ** 
| OccaMical Ordinances. But a fuller Diſcuſſion of this falls To] 
eed ore properly under the next Aſſertion; for he very 
it tho inkly explains himſelf upon this Subject in many ex- 
be anyMhreſs Paſſages of his Sermon. The next Poſition there- 
's from ore is this: 1 50 e 
it ſelfM That *in this Church, or Kingdom, with regard to 
nceive the Affairs of Conſcience, and eternal Salvation, Chriſt 
urch hath left behind him no viſible, human Authority; no 
20, 2 Hacgerent? to + whey Place; no Interpreters upon 
of tha whom-his Subjects are abſolutely to depend; no 


nr — 


1datio br he the Conſciences,or Religion of his People. 
ſelf bey Theſe are = hopeful Points of Doctrine raifed from the 
uildingText: And they are backed by ſuch a Train of Argumen- 
Temp ution, as I verily believe never, till now, appear'd in 
Article Mthe World, fince Reaſon was in being. But before I 
ation come to examine the Proofs, it will be proper, in the 
reach Aſertion it ſelf to obſerve the Conſtruction of thoſe 
ding ti Words; no viſible, human Authority. Supoſe there be none 
us of ¶N uch in the Church; can there not be 4 viſible, divine Au. 
Hint offilvrity > And that too relating in ſome Meaſure to 
Prei rhings in this World; tho' it be not at all of iz ? but by 
ch as a = . | | 
Artic! 


. 6. 
_aboy * Page 11. 
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that 


| (95 ye 
| 1.0 1ealsthit Expreſſion 0 vifhie human Authority: we ſhall x 
56,3 he «told he means no vifble Authority in Man. Tho om | 
a perſwaded this is the firſt time that ever it was ſo uſe, 
' 7 EP. and tisa ſtrange dark Soleciſm of Words, for ſo clear an 
1 exact a Writer, and one that is ſa careful not to 
' _ miſled by Sounds; Yet let This be his Senſe: This the. 
is what we abſolutely, and totally deny ; and which 
endeavours to prove by [Two Argum̃ents. 
T ̃ be firſt is drawn from the Words of the Text it ſelf 
* * As the Church of Chriſt, ſays He, is the Kingdon 
_ « of Chriſt, He himſelf is Kang.” Les, doubtleſs 
© And in that it is implied that he himſelf is the {al 
Lam giver to his Subjects, and himſelf the ſole Fudge of 


A their Behaviour, in the Affairs of Conſcience, and 
„For he Salvation.” Why ſo? '© And in this Senſe ther fon 
f in fri e his Kingdom 45 not o this World 3 that he hath in thoſg 
L, & Points left behind him no viſible human Authority 
1 wv hy Cc. Here is no Reaſon given why it is ſo implied: By 
It that is his way of Arguing thro* the whole; of which 
Pin * „more hereafter. But his Inference, as I above hinted 
1.0 2 — from his not diſtinguiſhing between the Par 
[40:4 4Wgeles: of, and ix. Eccleſiaſtical Power is not of this 
<5 17 World : Becauſe it is derived from Heaven, and is of: 
e Herre divine, and ſpiritual Nature; But it is in this World 
a for all That; nay, it partly relates to Things not only 
Foe on in, but of this World; tho chiefly to thoſe of the next, 
, The Occafion of our. Saviour's ſpeaking theſe Words 
to Pilate, was to obviate an Objeftion, which both 
Romans, and ewt, were always ready: to urge againſt 
him; that he affected a Temporal Kingdom over the 
1 latter. But does it follow that becauſe he was no Riva 
1 2 ta — — = aw e 8 elt ee 5 in 
47 | /144<4, A tended to have no Miniſters in this World with relati- 
PAY | /twndicl; on 8 bis Ningden n Te are from be- 
„ ef A i ew b Taye ou? Saviour to the Fews in another place of 
e this Goſpel) I am from above : e are of this World, I am 
ES | po 5.3 ofthis World. John viii. a3. But both They, and 


ot J KN. ave ne 95 to 
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all b were init. And addrefling hiinſelf tö the Father; 
Ia i ſpeaking of Himſelf, ani his Diſciples to whom” 


> uſef gave he Authority which we are riow conſidering: 
ar ann xvii. 11 And non T am (i. b. I very ſpeedily ſhall 


to mare in the World; buz theſe are in the World, and I 
me to ther. And ver. 14. The:t#or!d-bath-hated them, be- 
uſe rbey dre not of the Morld, even as I am not of the World. 
Mi iſciples we tee (i. e. his Diſciples al ſuch) were not 
it ſel me Wotld5 tho they Were in it; and the ſame may 
aid of the Authority with which they were inveſt- 
Nay fürther, the Biſhop ſeems to f e 
en With regard to the Things of this World, moſt 
orchy, and ſtrictly ſpeaking. For in that part of 
e an Argument which is taken from the Rewards of 


r fe riſtlanity, He. affirms * that all the Sanctions 
thoſcgh which our Saviour thought fit to give to his Laws 
ority ere not of this World at all.. No? Not at all? Is 
: Buthhere Nothing of this Kind in that Beatitude of out 
vhickWrviour:s Biel are the Meek © For they ſhall inherit the 
intel Web > Nor in thoſe Words bf his; Seek ye firſt the King- 
e Pag of God, and bis Righteouſneſs3\and all theſe things, (viz, 
thi Wenmpora! Conveniences, of which he had been ſpeak- 
is of a dg befote) ſhall. be: added unto you? Mat. 6. 33. And has 
Vorld bin no Meaning, when he ſays, Godlineſs is profitable” 
tony il things; having Promiſe 'of the Life which nom is, and 
next. th which is to come? 1 Tim. 4. 8. That thoſe Re- 
Vorder and Promiſes are neither ultimate, nor univerſaF;, 
both very little Strefs is to be laid upon them, in com- 
gan Wriſon of thoſe which are not of this World 3 and there- 
IM re that theſe Texts are to be taken in a _qualify'd: 
a 


ſe, and-with Reſtriction, and Limitation, I-readily - 


he Me nowledges But fure they męan erke t Temporal. or elan Tow 

relatt- Wind yet norwithſtanding theſe plain Scriptures; tze 3 il 

om he. liſhop affirms; * that © the Laws of Chriſt's Kingdom, go, Mob Jy 

ace off es He jeft them, have Nothing of this World in their 45 * 

** View : And then goes on thus; 1. No Tendency 4: 9 ver” "joke 14 
— 3 e e e 
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e Page f, p. 18. tibid, 
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in che Shurch, I have a kesdy pradueed fr verah Texts 
of Seriptate to ev ince that our Saviour has appointed 
Miniſtets in his Kingdom s (amazing it is that we 
ſouls! Ft this time of da, be put upon the Frobf of 
ſuch-4:Point; and that ton h ens of his Prime Mini- 
ders) and Ifhall here mention one more among many 
dtbers t, Aud he gave ſome applies, and forne Prephets, and 
ſome Ev M, and om Paſtars and Tede/itr , for the per- 
fling ef the Saint m for the: Morſdef ihe Miniſtry, for the edi- 
wing of "ther Boch of Chriſti E Ph. 4. TI, 12. Here Churoh 
Authority, @ & Gburgb Chinon. are hoth-as exprefly 
ferted Ps Werds wil ahoi. And I new : moreover 
ad, that Dur $2aviour's #6 or Sitbſtitures anfwgr 
pal che Three Offices which: he bears; They ire his 
ubordinate Prieſts; as he is High: Prieſt ; his ſubordinate 
Preachers, a5 heris Hrophet; and: his Miniſters; as: he is 


ders; yet they ;haye-no Authority from him either to 
lecide; or judge, to interpret old Laws, or to make 


re ta underſtand by a Miniſter of any Frince, either 
ſemporal: of Spiritual? ggg 

But, Secondly, Why muſt Miniſtry, Vieegerency Judg- 
ng, Interpreting, Lawr making, Cc. be neceſſarily 


tpefted; that an Argument ſo entirely novel and ſin- 


tabout cen times over; and that is all the Proof that 
eſent i 
ng: fron 
ns, 150 
T in tt 
; Powe 
ALON 


© 


of it > let us ſee whether au thing can be urged againſt 


dy ſomething plainer than it ſelf. And what can be 
Nie evident” chan chis, that 4 Main inveſted with 
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King. Shall we be told, that tho' theſe are his Mini- 


can meet With. Since then there is nothing urged 


8 6 Authority 
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jew ones ; or an way te act ander- him, and for him? 
f this be the Caſe Ldefirg te be inform d What we 


eftructive gf the Supreme Authority? One would haye 


ul might have- been enforc d with ſome ſort of, at 
alt; ſeeming, Reaſons, But, to our great Dilappoint- 
nent, here is not the leaſt Attempt of that Kind. How 
loes he prove this ſtrange Aſſertion: Why, he repeats 


„ And here I confeſs my ſelf at a Loſs. The Propo- 
ion is ſo prodigious that there is no way to confute 
thut to ſhew it. Whatever is proved muſt be proved 
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Authority from Chriſt; and commanded te extcute i; Wy 
does not impeach that Authority M ekecuting irs My; 
or in other Words, that he is not an Liſurper by being 
. obedient ? The contrary Aﬀertion is this; That for s 
Man to act by: Chriſt's Comniiffion and Command js 
to uſurp his Kingdom? 'Thave"nothing'tol ſay; butt; 
appeal to all the World whether this he'confiſtent with 
- Reaſon; or Religion, or with the firſt Principles; an} 
Foundations of Common Senſe ? And whetller in in 
Conſequences, it does not ſtrike even at Civil Govern 
ment, as well as overturti che Ecclefiafticat? ? 
No; ſays this Right Reverend Aüthof: There is 
Difference in the Caſes-. * Human Legiflators cin 
ſenſibly inter poſe; our Saviour never does. A; t fu 
the former; Admitting they dan; yet ſuppoſe theſ in 
never ſhould: (for it does not follow that they wil, be a 
cuzuſe he ſays ſo:) To ſy that then their Minilter YT 
commiſſioned by him, and acting by their Authoritii m 
would uſurp their Supreme Legiſlative Power, is ſo {4 
«t leaſt, and in th cat to deſttoy even Oi vil Govern 
ment. But of This mofe hereafter, Dur Saviour, h 
- fays, never interpoſes; Here the Word Iafallibility 1 
throw in with regard to the Miniſters of che Church 
7 This ſeems purely by way of Amuſement 3 to pute 
. X & | FW and confound; and hint ſomething about Popery : Fin 
=o the Word is Nothing at all to the Purpoſe 3 No bod th 
among us, that I know of, pretending to be infalliblWve 
r But where is this Difference? Tempora! Legiſlatoſ w. 
r Can © ſenſibly interpoſe in all Cafes in which the 
+ / MM Interpoſition becomes neceſſary to aſſert the Inte 
A pretation of their Laws, Cc. But our Saviour neve 
n does, Not ſenſibiy, Lacknowledge: Bur is there n 
& 51 tuch Thing as the Guidance, and Influence of his He 
. 1 Iy Spirit; to inform the Underſtandings of his Ming P 
1 ſters; to aſſiſt their Infirmities, and correct their EH O 
1 i rors? Lo, I am with you always, even unto the End of 1Wa\ 
; World. Matth. 28. 29. Does not that imply ſomggQtr 
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ite it wing of interpoſition ?- But admitting that he neyer 
> ir? I interpoſed” Certainly He may, if ever he thinks 


deinz ißt; and that too, if he pleaſes, in a ſenſible manner, The 

t ford Reins of Government are ſtill in his o- n Hands; and 

nd; de may reſüme all delegatéd Authority, whenever he 

but th jadges it proper ſo to do. But admitting yet farther, 

t win chest as he never h, ſo he never will thus ſenf6bly inter- 

5; an poſe; nay, chat he never did, nor ever will inter poſe at 

in i u: e 51 reaſon the viſible deputed Authꝭrity 

overu in his Church, for which we are now contending, is 1 
bo much che more nece Wy. Nor is his Kingdom ec, Hh 
re is M thereby ufarped; fince full an depends upon hit Com- vd, to | 
rs. calf miſſion, upon his Will, and Pleaſure; and He might re- / A 
As t ſume all; if he would, tho' it is now ſuppoſed he never v7, Þ 
ſe theWintends it. This Diſtinction therefore is ſo far from 0 & V 1 
il, bei aſting its Author, that it proves directly againſt him; 7 4 fu" 
iniſterſſ 70 return to the other Brahcl of it, upon which I pro- A „ £9 
thoritii miſed to fay ſomething more: Suppoſe a. Tempora! * «It aw}. 
s ſo fi Prince were in a Forejgrt Country, reſolving to con- . 0 ; | ; 
overnitinue there all the Days of his Life, taking no Cogniz- 1 
ur, Mince of Affairs in his Own: Could not his Miniſters, 'Þ 
bility Wnorwithfſtanding This, be inveſted, if he pleaſed, even 6 _ 
hurh with unreſtrained Authority ;' W ould not that Non-in- Y avould.. ' 
puzi terpoſition be ir ſelf a Reaſon why they ſhould be ſo aj. 7  iÞ 
y: k inveſtedd? And would it not be, ſo far as it related to 67 i c 
to bod that Kingdom, during that Prince's Life, a Denial e- 2 
falliblW ven of Civil Government, to ſay that thoſe Miniſters 


ziſlatoſß would uſurp their Sovereign's Authority, by acting in ; 


h the Purſuance of His Commiſlion; and Commands 
Inte What is urged in che next Paragraph might well 


T neve 
ere add to the Sanctions of Chriſt's Laws; i. e. to increaſe 
his H the Number, or alter the Nature of the Rewards, and 
is Min Puniſnments of his Subjects, in Matters of Conſcience, 
jeir EHF or Salvation? The Word Rewards eſpecially might 
d of ave been omitted. For (except in ſome few particu- 
y ſom{r Caſes, and even in Thoſe the Rewards, if they may 
| 5 1 | | 9 * 2 


thin pe 


have been ſpared. Who pretends to have a Right t to 


„ * _ 
* TTY EIT En N . 
- * I * W 
* 
1 * 
N b 


| (14) 
he propetly.ſb called, are. N 0 rather 255 AP, execu- 
ting the Laws upon others, than to Ng them 
'S {8 our: lelvess: Ane 8 in ſuch. Caſes), Pani menty 
'3 +8 are bn fc only Sanctions of La ens by. Men, whether 
2 8 acting by Human, or Divi e e he Subject 
FS 15 puni ſhed for breaking them, but i. de ger i ar 
eeping. them. a, he mes 5 Lond IE if he does, his Meg: 
ning 4 35 vexy derkl y ex pfeſſed, and very little ta his 
Putpoſe) net Rewards annexed to the Laws, but Vo. 
luntarily: confer'd- by. Euter 4 rlons; pet eyen thi; 
way, bot is eicher the Number (ew increaſed, gr 
the Navgte of them alter d The Number of them, 1 
thin met determined IL in their Na ture, they 
dre (a have thawn): ty Tel 1 ADE r. 
anal. Eterſal ones ca 5e, can NL £10869 on y : But Mo 
A, W y fey. not Tempora ones # co by Men? at 
„ bunilhnents indeed are ſtrictly, and rope infli- Ne 
RR” | fied py Human eee Civil , and Ecqlefiaſti, 1 
daß, 7 — of Conſcience, and Salvation; and ng 51 
rm done neither. The Number of the en 

x er voy the Rewards: ES 
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em nor the Inſtruments of Perſuaſion 1 Faith is: not the 
nts Mc Effect of Force; and Penalties do not make Men think; 
her Ne and chuſe aright. How often ſoever this fort of Rea- 
ec ſoning has been urged; it is nothing, at the Bottom, 8 
but Fallacy and Amuſement Penalties are not the In- 1, Mt 


Meas WM Aruments of Per ſuaſion — bo J much queſtion the N elt 1 
hit Truth even of That, ſo far às it relates to moderate; & 1 
vo: gentle Penalties (and we abhor the Thoughts of any 
thizYl more): yet ſuppoſe it to be univerſally true; is perſua- 
, or Wing, and convincing, the only Buſineſs of Legiflators ? 


or indeed ĩs ĩt any Part of their Buſinefs? Is ita Crime; 0 
they ¶ or an Abſurdity in them, todo ſomething to fecure the 
Erere WE Conſtitution? To perſuade, and convince, is the Ta 799 1 
But MW of private: Perſons, not of the Laws; which are; r M6 
1}, , Wought to be; entirely calculated for 'the Good" of the. 
infli- Community, and the Security of the Eftabliſhment; 
aſtis Whether, Eccleſiaſtical or Civil, But all this affects our 
d na Wyreſent Circumſtances, ſo far only as it relates to the 


ents, ¶ Negative Diſcouragements, as they are called. By theſe, 
bevel Wl ſuppoſe, are to be underſtood Inca pacities to hold Of- 
it be ices of Truſt, Honour, and Profit. The Church, and 
thoſe the State are, if I miſtake not, equally Parts of our Con- 
Spiri, tirution : And for Perfons to have a Share in the Ge 
„ thoMyvernment, who are not of the Conſtitution, is, I hum 
whichMhbly preſume, abſurd in it ſelf, deſtructive in its Con- 


equences; and. a Thing un 
ion; 2. Ae: = 7 2 | 2 
ind what fort of Proof is there: offered againſt all: 
beſe Diſcouragements, whether negative, or poſitive? 
by, ** the Sanctions of Chriſt's Laws are Rewards and 


eard of in any Age, of Na.. 
. Poe GON STU a) 


— 3 


elatingſz buhiſnments: But of what ſort? Not the Rewardsof 1 
e Paincz chis World, not the Offices, or Glories of this States Ges 
„ abc Nor the Pains of Priſons, &c'. Suppoſinig, but not Wt, 
e mu rating: (for I have prov'd the contraty) that the Re- 

to HuWards and Puniſhments immediately atinex'd to Chriſt's 

ngs ales by Chriſt himſelf had no View to this World) 
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by him to be Legiſlators under him, may nht᷑ enact any 
e ole to thoſe which he himſelf hath de. 
ivered. This would hold good, even tho*the Biſhop's 
Aſſertion in another Part of his Sermon Wete true, 
which yet it is not; that we read nothing in his Do. 
ctrine about his own Kingdom; of raking in the Con. 
*cerns of this World, and mixing them with Thoſe 
< of Eternity: No Commanids that thei. Frowns and 
< Difcouragements of this preſent State ſhould in any 
© Caſe attend upon Conſcrence' and Religion. I fay, 
eyen if this: were true; it would not prove the Point 
_ propoſed: Becauſe rho? our Sayiour's Doctrine ſhould, 
be allowed to have nothing of This, it bas nothing con: 
trary to it; which is ſufficient; : But beſides: The Do. 
ctrine of St. Paul is virtually the Doctrine of our Savi. 
dur. And yet he fays ſomething about the Rod, as 
well as about the Spirit of Meekneſs: 1 Cor. 4: ir. Abou 
delivering a Man toSatan, for the Deſtruction of the 
Fleſh, 1 Cor. 5. 3. And it was not for nothing that 
our Savionk himſelf ſaid, If he refufe to hear the 

_ Church:; let him be unto thee as a Heathen Man, and 
a Publican, Matth. 18. 17. It will not avail to. fay 

_ that all this is Spiritual Penalty: For heſides that Tem. 
poral, and Spiritual ones are by this Writer equally dei 
ny d; Excommunication is of a mix d Nature, chietly 
Spiritual indeed, but partly Temporal. And a Manup 
on whom the Sentence of it is denounced, 1s certain) 
under the Frowns, and Diſcouragements of the prelent 
State; Bur the Biſhop: is not only offended with a 
Kinds of Puniſhment, whether Temporal or Spiritual 
Whether inflicted by Civil, or Ecclefiaſtical Power, i 
Watters of Conſcience and Religion; but with a * Judg 
ment over the Conſciences of Men, w hich he calls*a 
ſuming the Determination of. ſuch. Points as cannol 
23 7/58 I he determined, but: by One who knows the Hearts 
gut canfor a Miniſter of Chrift decide a Point of Con 
7 J Nafeience, without prexending to know the Hearts 0 
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nen ? Cannot the Caſe be ſtated to him; and he deter- 
mine-accordingly ? Can he not by- his Studies be skilrd, 5 


any 


e 
iop'sM fach Caſes? It may ſas well be argud, that becauſe a 


true, | 
Do. Mtherefore he has neither Skin, nor Authority to deter- 
Don- nine a Point of Law upon which his Opinion is de. 
"hoſe fünded. Nay, che Argument will as well hold againſt 
and the Determination of all the Judges put together: For 
any they, I think, do not preteng either to Infalibiſity. 
 fay, e rope But as IT have elfewhere's conſi- 
boint I ered the Cäſe of Reaſon, and, Authority, private 


ould fillgmenr, the Power of the Church in interpreting 
> con: I tde Scriptures, and fixing and aſcertaining diffruſt 
e Do. Points df Divinity, as alſo that of particulir Divines in 
Savi- 
d, as 
bone ere G1UcQurird, „ Seeed 
F thefMW The Matter, * He tells us is not at all made better 
that 


ir rhe Lawmakers, or Judges ürider Chriſt, &. Here ſcems 


do Promiſe of ſomerhing New, znd\ en Atſyer to 
to fan Objection Which might be urged. Whether ix be ſo 


t not; let any 


Tem- 0 
ſage. To ſbew the ſtrong Reaſoting of which, E ſhalf” 


ally de- 
chiefly 


fan upMWproved, and he has not ſo much as ättempted to dif- 
rtaini prove; viz: that the Miniſters receiye their 1 8 
preſenſ tom Chriſt: And then let us ſee what a Face will be ſet 
th t ee nde eee: 


1 939 


Nor is the Mattey at all made better, by their declyring'them-" 1 


iritu! 
wer, i 
* Judg 


ls f aft; force it doth 103 (een ft v0 Chriſt te interpoſe; ſo 17 31 VER 


%% VV 
Hearts ber if they have this Power of i nerpreting, or adding Lau, ned 
of Con ging Men in ſuch a Senſe, that Chriſtians ſhall be indiſpenſuby ß 


u abſolutely obliged to obey thoſe La ws, and ſubmit to thoſe,” - of 


$ Preſervative againſt unſettled. Notions, and want of Prin- 
Wes in Religion. Diſcourſe the Firſt, * p. 14. 
— elt 


xg 


Men 


by 


a * Ws 
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Deciſions: I f if ibo baus this Power Jodged with them 
tho' Chriſt 40 it them, and can, when pies Sib this 
it from them: then the Kingdom in which they rule, is not the 
| of Chriſt, hut of. themſelyes : He derb not rule it, 
but They. And whether they happen to agree with him, or differ 
from Him, as lem as. they. are the Law-givers, and Judges, 
without any, Interpofition from, Chriſt, either to guide or corre 
4 ' , their Deciſions; They are, Kings of this Ningdom, and ng 
1 : Chriſt Feſus 3 tho all the Authority they have, or pretend 
1 to, is entirely derived from him. Thus, I ſay,his Argument 
would ſt and, were thoſe Words 17 and inſerted they may 
be; fance.they are true 3 and He has not ſo much «5 attenptel 
6 4 the contrary. Admirabie 9 indeed! The Per- 
feftion of diſtinct Ideas, and clear Thin Ing. A fa, 
he next Paragraph begins with, If therefore, Here one 
would eæpeſt ſomething of an Inference, or Conclufion. And (, 
here is one, according to that compendious way of Reaſoning, 
called circular Arguing, or proving a Thing by is ſelf; or barely 
aſſerting it, without any Shew of Proof at all. For indeed in his 
whole Proceſs, and not in this Paragraph only, there is no New 
Medium from the Beginning to the End. But let us now con. 
ider the Paſſage before us *. Tf therefore the Church of chril 
be the Kingdom of Chriſt, it is eſſential to it that Chriſt himſeſ 
be the ſole Lam. giver, and ſole Fudge of his Subjects in allein 
relating to the Favour, or Diſplesſure of Almighty God. | 
deny 4 Conſequence. And that all his Subjects, in whit 
Station 1 they may be, are equally Subjects to him. Thi 
Propoſition is true, tho not to the Purpoſe ; And the Con- 
ſequence. again is falſe... And that no one of them, any more” 
than another bath Authority. — No Proof ef This.—To make" 
new Laws for Gbrift's Subjects, or to i:2poſe a. Senſe upon the oli 
5 | Oness which is the ſame Thing. This is no truer than the for- th 
K Mer. To make a Law is one thing, to interpret it is another. 0 
| Or to judge; cenſure, or puniſh the Servants 1 another Maſter 
in Matters relating purely to Conſcience or Salvation. Still al 
This is gratis 55 5 and not proved either here, or am 
where elſe. After This I am ſurpri ⁊ed at the next Sentence. 1 
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9 Perſon hath any ther Notion either thro 4 long Uſe of | 
of 


Forks with inconfiſtent Meanings, or thro” 4 Negligence 
Thuught, let him ait himſelf, c. This, I ſay, ſurprizes ne: 


fyr 1 do not remember that I ever before met with ſuch an 


empty Repetition of Words, and ſuch a Negligence of Thought, as 
12 very 795 Let him Nh birnſelf — e 
of cbriſt be the Ki 
what, then ? And tif it be; whether this Notion doth not 
ubſolytely exclude all other Legiſlators, and Fudges, in Matters 
rating to Conſcience and the Favour ef God ? No; not in the 
luſt. Or whether it can be his Kingdom, if any mortal Men have 
ſich 4 Power of Legiſlation, and Fudgment in it ? I, Why 
wt? This Enquirywill 3 back to the firſt, which is the 
y true Account of the Church of Chriſt 3 That it is the Number 
Men whether (mall, or great, &c. And ſo we are brought 
luck to that choice Definition of 4 Church, which I have before 
exemined; and which, I confeſs, is fit to march in the Rear of ſo 
miny weighty , and well proved Propoſitions. | 
But all this while, I have taken no Notice of that uſeful Word 


Abſolute, with a Negative prefix'd, as apply'd to the Authority 


of Church Goverrours. Upon this I obſerve, 1ſt. That it 15 
ſometimes mentioned, and ſometimes drop d; ſo that the Reader 
may be deceived, where it is omitted; and the Writer have an 
Evaſion, where it is inſerted. This may deſerve 4 Name, which 
I will not give it. But 2dly. Either this Word has ſome 
Meaning or it has none. If Nothing be meant by it, we need 
(ay 2 * it, If it fignifies any thing; it muſt either be 


0 
that 5 Church Governours 15 not ultimately, and 
finally deciſive with regard to all Beings, but that God has an 
Authority Superior: ber tis what no Body denies; and 
the Biſhop only combat a Phantom of his own raifing. Or 
aſe, that the ſame Authority is not deciſive as to the Subjefts 


of ing ſo as to filente them, and make qr" of 
in thoſe Deciſions; and then it is abſolutely ſalſe: and ſo We are 
ut where we were be. 6 5 dogs * 1 


other 
Parts 


ngdom: of Chriſt or not ? Tes 3 it is: and 


. AeaA 0 pq TV 


Having thus diſpatched his Two Heads, as they are 
eilled, He advances to his Inferences: Which are Three; 
Iwo of them are the ſame with his Premiſes; and the 
Third but very little different from them. Nothing 
therefore now remains but from Them, and the 
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parts of his Sermon, to make ſuch ſcattered Remarks, as 
Belief, Worſhip, and Practice, i. e. I ſuppoſe ſuch an Authotity 
This ſoft Saying; A Man, may be very weak, and yet not 


neſs, He may be the worſt of Pleaders in the worſt of 
Cauſes; He may renounce Common Reaſon to argue a. 


niacks were frequent, we read of a dumb, and deaf Devil; 


where * endeavoured to ſtate the Caſe of Creeds, ith 
ticles, and Subſcriptions, the Authority of the Church 


| Reafonableneſs of that Authority, and alſo to anſwer 
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ſions (i. e. of the Neceſſity of requiring People to profeſs 
do) are founded upon the miſtaken NOT ION 


the Church of Chriſt. I anſwer as to the former, that 
No- body among us requires any ſuch thing. If They 


fence of the Churches Authority, and for the Preſvation 
Church I have already proved; and it does not follow 
_ that * it 5s founded upon the Ruins of Sincerity, and common 


for Inſtance, who plead againſt thoſe Doctrines, which 


"B71 * 
WW * 
4 
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may happen to fall in our Wa yx. 
Hle ſays, + the Idol of unintelligible Authority, both in 


as We contend for, removes the Minds of Chriſt's Subjef; 
from Him, to weak and paſſionate Men. Notwithſtanding 


paſſionate : He may talk With great Coo/neſs, and yet be 
both week, and wicked: Notwithſtanding ſuch his Cool. 


gainſt Common Honeſty; or, in other Words, be diabo- 
lically Mad. In our bleſſed Saviour's time, when Demo- 


and, for ought I know, there might be ſuch a Thing, as 
aGHECVPEnd TAE ADE, d nth nd 5 
He appears concerned that upon the Pretence of 
Church-Unity, every Body ſhould not be permitted to 
profeſs, and publiſh what He thinks fit. I have elſe. 


to puniſh the Spreaders of Wicked Doctrines, and the 


all the material Objections. And therefore I ſhall now 
only add, that whereas He ſays + © Both theſe Preten- 


what they do not helieve,-or not to profeſs what they 
of the Peace, as well as Authority of the Kingdom, i. e. 
do not believe, they ought not to Profeſs. But then in De- 
of the Churches Peace; They ought not to be admitted 


into the Number of its Miniſters. The Authority of the 


Honeſty, becauſe ſome People who ha ve neither (Thoſe, Ni 


. + p. 27. Preſervat. Diſc. I. F p. 28. * 
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femporal Advantages profeſs what they do net believe. 
Chis 15 not the : 
elieve theſe Things; why do they ſcruple ? If they do 


ot ; why do they profeſs ? 


As to the Peaceof the Church; what we are contending 
vr is neither Stupidity, nor Sleep: + but Order, and Vni- 


rmity. Controverted Opimons of little Moment are 

| a * b I 1 | 
ot very dangerous; tho even Thoſe ought by private 
perſons to be ſubmitted to the Authority of the Church. 


ut ſuppoſe a Man ſhould publickly, and in Print, blaſ- 


heme Chriſt, or deny the being of God: Will this Biſhop 
y, that the Church ought to encourage, or even to 


germit ſuch an Outrage, in Order to prevent her own 


ention of Reformation is groundleſs, and fallacious, 
huf Church has ſufficiently declared that no Church has 


f private Perſons ; but only requires them to ſubmit 
b herDecifions in abſtruſe Points of Divinity; of which, 
is impoſſible for the groſs of Mankind to be judges: 
ho they may be, and ought to be ſo in the plain Points 


f Faith, and Practiſe, and the expreſs Declarations of 
he Word of God. So that notwithſtanding this Eccle- 


jaſtical Authority; a Reformation may very well enſue, 
fever the Church ſhall be fo corrupt as to want one. 


In Matters of Religion, and the Church, ſome Men among 


s, advance the Civil Government too high: Others the 


cclefiaſtical. But I leave it to be judged whether this 


relate be not againſt Both: Whether with reſpect to 
onſcience and Salvation, He be not for immediately 


immediately, and before his Redeemer thinks fit to 
o ſo, by delivering up the Kingdom to God, even the Father: 


7 +P. 2I, + See Calvin pen the Place.) Vs 


ther 


have in effect ſworn to defend) will for the ſake of 
Churches Fault, but Theirs, If they do 


ep, or Stupidity? His Argument from the ſuppoſed Pre- 


luthority to determine any Thing Contrary to the 
riptures; nor does ſhe any where preclude the ſudgment 


uting down all Rule, and all Authority, and Power: FI 


nd all this out of pure Zeal for our Saviour's Sovereign- 
V i. e. whether He would not make Him a glorious 
ng by deſtroying his Kingdom: Whether He will ej. 


- 5 f 4 
/ 9, as {4 + 
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ther allow the Church any Authority herſelf, or the State, 
in Matters of Religion, any Authority to aſſiſt, her, 
That the Secular Power thould in theſe Points be called 
upon to Countenance, or protect the Eccleſiaſtical, He 
takes to be contrary to Chriſt's Declaration, that þj 
Kingdom is not of this World. I think I have proved that 
tthere is no ſuch Contrarity ; and I am ſure it is Pro. or 
_» 7-4 phecy'd that Kings ſball. be Nurfing Fathers to the Church, an Why 
ferret A Nog Mothers, If the Account given by him bear 
* true, I do not underſtand how in the Prayer for the Highly, 
Court of Parliament we can properly beſeech God to 
direct and proſper their cenſultations, to the Advancement i 
of his Glory, and the Good of bis Church. That his DoftrineM7 
concerning Temporal Penalties and Incapacities upon 
the Account of Conſcience, and Religion, ſtrikes at, 
_ the Civil Legiſlature, as well as at the Eccleſiaſtical, andy 
is favourable to the Papiſts, as wellas to Proteſtant Set; fi 
ries 3 are Truths which have been preſs'd upon him, ard. 
which it ſeems not in the Power of Sophiſtry to evade. n 
But tho? both Papiſts and Presbyterians may be ſo furl 7 
.-1-. obliged to Him; yet neither will thank him for the mainly; 
ubſtance and Tendency of his Doctrine: which is indeed: 
calculated for no Religious Sect that I know of, bur the 
Quakers, They perhaps may receive it; and tis worthy 

of their Principles, and their Underftandings. 
His Doctrine, I ſay, would fit Them: For of © External 
EKeligien He ſays, “ Thoſe are Two Words which Gu 
© bath put aſunder, and which therefore no Man ſpould jou 
together. I confeſs he adds this Parentheſis, in the Sn 
fix d upon them by many Chriſtians. But as He does not del 
us what that Senſe is, I think Thoſe ſaving Words art 
of no great Significancy ; eſpecially fince he does not ex 
plain himſelf by informing us what External Religion ht 
at all approves of, or whether He at all approves of any 
| Nay, he expreſſly aſſerts, + that «© Times,Places, Ceremonit! 
© Imaginary Auſterities,and all other ourward Circumſtan 
© ces, cannot be the leaſt Part of a Man's Religion, pre 
« perly ſo called, any more than his Food, or his Raiment 
or any other Circumſtance of his Life. Whether pr 
ferly fo called is in this place intended to have any Mean 
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n or is another ſeeming Salvo of an expreſſion, I know 


ot, Howe ver it be; ſure thoſe Circumſtances may at leaſt 


ſta little more Propriety, an 
ruth, than Food or Raiment can: Becauſe the former 
ave at "leaſt a ſomewhat nearer Relation to Religion than 
he latter. But farther, to ſpeak the real Truth; As Man 
onfiſts of Two Parts, a Soul, and a Body; his Religion 
muſt ' be partly (and indeed chiefly) Internal, but 
partly External to: we are doubtleſs commanded, (and ĩt 
ould be ſtrange if we were not) to worſhip God in Spi- 
it and in Truth > But we are likewiſe commanded to ga- 
if bim in Body, as well ' as Spirit; both which are his. 
WOT. 207-425-516 27 7 SOT DAT ff; Ws 
The wonderful Account which this Author gives of Prayer, 
nthe Love of God, ſo as to exclude Heat, and Emotion, from 
Bath, hay no Relation to the Text ; an therefore I ſay no more 
fir, but that I believe ſucb an Account was never before given 
either; and that it does not quite ſo much tend t0 Eftroy 
nernal Religion; 45 bis main Doctrine does to deſtroy External. 
The Diſproof of his Tenets has taken up ſo much Time, (tos 
th, I 1% for your Patience) that I have none left to la- 


ther w iſe T could be very copious upon that melancholy Subject. 
Tan do, is to warn . you againſt the Tendency not only- 
f (uch Doctrines, but of theſe our unfort unate (God grant they 
dy not prove fatal) Contemtions. Thave often put you in mind, 
hut neither an unchriſtian Dodrine, nor the unchriſtian Practice 
f one, or a few Perſons; of how high and ſacred: a Gharafter ſe- 
ver, is any Argument either againſt Chriſtianity, or the general 
Body of Chriſt's Mimfters, It bas been properly ant pertinently 


ud we never heard that the Apoſtacy of one of em was any Res 
lellion won the ot her Eleven. Fix, and ſettle This in your 
ug hes; and pray earneſtly. and fervently, with more than 
am and undiſturbed Acdreſs, for the Peace of this aur 
ſeruſalem: For the ſake if which, in Confideration of the 
rinciples I have been now oppoſing, we may jufth- uſe the pa- 
hetica l Words of the Royal Plalmii : Arife, and have Mercy 
pon Sion; for it is time that thou have Mercy upon 
er? yea, the time is come. 1p. 6. Fink. 
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Hile this Diſcourſe was in the Preſs ; the Wor 
has been preſented with The Right Reverend! 
8 Lord Biſhop ef Bangor's Anſwer, to the Reverend Dr. Snape 
s Letter. That Excellent Perſon is too well able to 4 
fend himſelf, to need any Aſſiſtance, much. leſs ſuch 
mine. I ſhall therefore, while we are expecting his Re 
ply, only preſume to take Notice of his Lordſhip's Let 

ter, ſo far as it r e Sermon, and no farther. 
Some Parts of it, if I miſtake not, are already an 
 Fwered in the Sermon it ſelf; by way of Anticipatio 
_ © or. by obviating Objections. - Far the reſt ; I deſire t 
= - / be informed, what we are to think of a Writer,-whi 
N f expreſſes himſelf in ſuch a manner, that No body cr 
e underſtand him ? For not only Dr. Snape, and my fel 
4, ar all the Lower Houſe of Conyocation, and every Be 
TO ron Wy elſe, as far as Þ can obſerve, have it ſeems been e 
4» tirely ignorant of his Meaning. And what ſort of Me 
'] ing muſt That be? A few particular Perſons indeed ma 
_ thro Prejudice, and the Spirit of Contradiction, wi 
4 fully wreſt, and pervert the Senſe of an Author: 
— /+.4 -p-=tis monſtrous to ſuppoſe the ſame of all Mankind. An 
to all Mankind I appeal, to Adverſaries, as well x 
nend z to Thoſe who approve of his Doctrine, 
Well as Thoſe who diſlike it; whether they did ne 
F apprehend his Sermon ro have ſome farther Aim, the 
_ (0422; bare Denial of the Infallibility of the Church 
| Hoare None, (for no other pretends to be infallible) and 
the Conſequences following from it: Eſpecially, fin 
nm the whole Sermon, from the Beginning to the Ent 
tere is not one Word abeut that Church; no ſuc 
Word as. Rome, Romiſh,. Popery, or Popiſh, or any Expr. 
Ron equivalent, So that it was, God an in. 
e e FETT 3 ategri 
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Which are not to Ni 11 8 Sermon, but thonghy 
of ſince) Who: ſays the has > This is hat No boy 
among -us-denjes, But in _gilcourfing farther upon! 
He advances Doctrines of the {ame Tendency „ind Ren 
ſoninzs, equally inconcluſiye With Thoſe which I hay 
been confadering in the 5 Hiſtourſe. 1 
1 by. an Authority to. 4d for bim, ydu mean 
1 * Abſolute Authority to make New Laws, or ihterpry 
_ - *- . Old ones, relating to the eternal Salvation of Chr 
„ 5 22 and binding e e abſolutely ; | 


Add indeed maintain it, that he hath left no ſuch ah 
© ſolute Authority in any MAN, or MEN.” And I be 
leave to maifitaig the contrary.z according to the Senf 

in which I have explain'd my ſelf already; and which 
will further appear from-what:I bave now to offer, | 

. goes not in the leaſt make againſt my Aſſertion to ſay 

_ that the Subjects have a Right to examine; and at, 

B78. | 8 not to obey thoſe Commands which are contrary tc 

ES ©CQhrift'sy, which We, all acknowledge... In. this Cu 

AE | the Church hath. not only ng. «b/o/ute, Autbority, burt 

r Authoxity at all, And This indeed, helps us to Clu: 

which, will unravel the whale Maze of the Fallacy. | 

the Church,, or Stare, ox Both, have any Legiſlatiy 

r Auchority et al in Matters of Capſcience, or Salvati 

AW. - on z. it muſt be A{ſotute 3, a5 ell Legiſlative Authority ig 

| \' ud muſt be. So, chat in my Opinion, His Lotdfhit 

r misht os well, of better, have. ſpoke out, and round] 

7 , aſſerted; that in theſe Points, the Legiſlature both Eccl 

r faſtical; and Civil, bath ao Authority whatſoever 3 thi 
Lo Save Red duch a. Cloud gf Nut, about the Word 4 
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| . 2 5 f * ſolute. : ff S t PPT 17. SLY AGE 
r le fays:t that if upon Examination, he finds the! 
1 ſtructions (af Church Governours) to be agreéable t 
| 1 . tbe Willof,Ghriſt, He ,obeys.them 3 but not becauſe e 
r their Authdrity, but of Chriſt's, If otherwiſe, We dc 
1 Brant he is not to oben them. True: But is there ne 
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he Senf 
d whic 
offer.] 
to ſay 
and art 
trary te 
us Ciſ 
but: | 
1 Clu: n . | 8; S: 
acy. IMfngland (he tells us) +.is founded upon the noble | 
riſlariv Claim of the Right of Chriſtians to judge for them- £ 
SalvatiÞ ſelves. It is fo; and upon another Claim too, which 
bority Mis no leſs Noble: I mean that of Right in her ſelf of | 
ordſhifMicing abſolutely obey'd in Marcers -ither indifferent in | | 
round|Mthemſelves; or difficult to be underſtood, Nor does this | 
ch EccleWatter Claim interfere with the former. | 
„ thai What I have laid down being duly attended to; it q 
'ord vill be eaſy to give an Anſwer to every ſeeming Argu- : 
+ © "Ment, or real Evaſion in the Piece before us, fo far as 
5 the Inſt relates to the Subject of my Diſcourſe. I utterly de- 
able ny therefore that by our Conceffion concerning the 
cauſe Might of:private Perſons to examine, and their Duty * 
We i not to obey what is contrary to Chriſt's Commands, 
here n e cut off * all Interpretations of Chriſt's Laws, 1 

| p- 48. T ibid. „ R 4 
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